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After a nice little break, Spring is in the air, and we are more and more aware of how quickly time flies! This year 
is moving right along. Among the goings on are preparations for the division wide art show at the end of May,  
exciting Art / Drama days in April,  fulfilling workshops, and of course, new and wonderful artistic discovery on a 
daily basis! 

 After report cards during the first term, I held an after school workshop for teachers to unwind after their busy 
time.  It was a wonderful turn out as teachers got into their ‘zone’ while enjoying some tea, fruit , veggies, and 
other treats.  We explored water color, pen and ink, and the beautiful style of Calligraphy writing. Of course, all 
lessons learned could be applied in the class room to all age groups. It was wonderful experimenting with new 
techniques. 

On the le  teachers explore water 
color techniques depic ng animals of 
their choice at St. Norbert Art Center. 
The first part of the workshop was 
filled with enlightening stories from 
Elder, Wanbdi Wakita. The second 
part was to create meaningful images 
such as the one shown at right and in 
the following page. 

On a similar note of peaceful and soothing art making, I heard many comments from teachers after our recent 
workshop held at the beautiful St. Norbert Art Center. This workshop was on the Seven teachings with an Abo-
riginal Perspective. We had guest Elder, Wanbdi Wakita come and speak to us about his life, his perspective, 
and his over -all outlook. He answered many questions through storytelling and personal examples.  Afterwards, 
teachers comments ranged from: “This is just what I needed”, to “thank you for a very peaceful day”, to “I appre-
ciated the change of pace”.  It is nice to get this kind of feedback from teachers. I am usually too busy coordinat-
ing the workshop to feel very ‘peaceful’, but art has always been my place to go – my place to relax, feel good, 
and be myself. 



 

 
Learning With Art 

As I visit the schools, I marvel at how every day is a new adventure. The creativity put forth by students and teach-
ers is really something to behold. I especially love how teachers really try to incorporate art into what they are al-
ready covering in their classes. It is a win-win situation. Students seem to grasp concepts better when they have 
somehow had a creative element added to their learning. At the same time, they are not limited to one single idea. 
There are many possibilities and opportunities to explore new thoughts and ideas. 

At Ste. Anne Elementary, middle years students were studying Greek mythology. After researching their chosen 
god or goddess, they depicted their choice using acrylic paint. Naturally, this followed a lesson on the color wheel, 
cool and warm colors, and value. After paintings w ere completed, they were required to do a follow-up written 
piece to accompany their work… 



A li le perspec ve on living:  For Social Studies, Arborgate  
middle years students were learning about developed and less 
developed socie es. Discussion included living on and off ‘the 
grid’, looking at images of socie es all around the world and so 
on. The social study / art connec on was to choose two ways of 
living, incorporate perspec ve, and use different mediums. At 
right, student depicts two ways of living: urban city scape using 
one point perspec ve, and log home living charcoal medium. 

Perspec ve was added 
to the math lesson at 
Ste. Anne Immersion, 
where teacher, Keith 
Mitchell explains an-
gles, (far le ), and stu-
dents carefully meas-
ure their city scape 
with ruler (le ). At 
right, color is added for 
full effect. 

 

Wonderful Webs... 

 

Impressive Geography 

In another instance of incorporating a 
painting lesson into what was being 
studied, early years students studying 
Charlotte’s Web at St. Norbert Im-
mersion, painted beautiful back-
grounds to accompany a webbing de-
sign to reveal a word.  

At Ste. Anne Elementary, 
early years students used 
an impressionistic style to 
paint provinces. Provinces 
were then pieced together 
to create Canada.  



 Super Hero Project...The Possibilities! 

At Richer school, grade 2/3’s worked on an exciting super hero project that involved not only figure drawing, 
but so many creative written components. Students first studied Super hero’s origins of power, weaknesses, 
strengths,  gadgets, and so on. Then they had to come up with their own superhero and include all those as-
pects. Finally all heroes came together in an exciting two- wall display for all to see! 

Arc c in Oil 
Students at St. 

Adolphe School 
created beautiful 
landscapes in oil 
pastel to wrap up 
their study of the 

Arctic.  

 

Here’s looking at you kid... 

K-1 students at Ecole Ile Des Chenes school  completed their eye unit by creating the eye using soft pastel.  All 
pictures were required to have all the parts of the eye that were studied: Lid, pupil, iris, lashes, etc. The results 
were truly something to see! 



 

 

Painting to Music 

Super Solar Systems at LSS... 

What if you were told to paint whatever you ‘felt’ to music?  Well that’s exactly what happened at Arborgate 
school when two high energy grade 5 classes quickly and intensely focused  while listening to classical mu-
sic. Because they were to only paint in abstract form, ensuring no representational shapes, the stress and 
worry out of creating something that looked ‘real’ was gone. Feelings were conveyed through line and color 
alone. The correlation between music and visual art added to this exercise – for example, staccato sounds 
reflected quick and jerky brush strokes, heavy bass was often shown with darker colors and larger brush 
strokes. While the soft sounding flute was heard, students often used lighter colors, went higher up on their 
papers, and used a softer line. 

Once again, a wonderful art / science connection: to paint a solar 
system of your choice. The only catch – you create the appropriate 
colors needed using only the three primary colors…. What beauti-
ful results! 



 

Was it a problem when all the animals chosen for this project happen to be white? Not really….Just an oppor-
tunity to once again study value, texture, and incorporate creative shadow.  

LSS Grade 1’s create Beautiful Arctic Animals 

 

After grade 2 students at DTS learned about the Seven Teachings and had been applying virtues such as respect, 
and honesty into their daily lives as part of character education, they also learned about totem poles. They created 
totem poles by incorporating an animal from one of the seven teachings of their choice. The process of creating 
their section of the totem pole was quite interesting:  1) students sketched a drawing of the animal (they were en-
couraged to be as original as possible), 2) the drawing was then traced on clear transparency sheets and colored 
thoroughly on one side with oil pastel – often using metallic colors. 3) On the following side, they inked the figure 
(similar to old-time animation cell inking) 4) Finally, on brown construction paper, students mimicked wood grain 
lines in marker and the animal transparency was put over top. 

Totem Pole Project at DTS 



 

What a Blast! – 

The enormous magnitude of having all early years students from the Western Region schools getting together for 
one day, and then doing the same thing with all the middle years students the next day was certainly a spectacu-

lar event! The purpose: get to know each other, build community, and get creative with art and drama!  After 
teachers in the Western Region attended a workshop on how to make shadow puppets based on characters 

from a fable, it was time to put this plan into action. The planning for this was extraordinary. Principals and teach-
ers collectively worked together to problem solve and have everything prepared for two fun-filled days.  The final 

result:  children created, performed, learned, and made connections with new friends! 

The simplicity of shadow 
puppets is wonderful. One 
only needs to worry about 
the silhoue e upon crea on. 
However, the puppets can 
have various details and 
moving parts to help make 
them come to life. 

Art / Drama Days for our Western Regional Schools 

 

Terrific Teepees... 

At École Ile Des Chênes School, early years students learned how to make teepees using clay. They 
wrapped a rolled out slab of clay to form a triangular form and even managed to have clay bent at the top to 
show the flaps. After firing, teepees were then glazed in traditional colors (shown below left) and a final firing 
revealed the glazed product (right). 

MY @ ESNI 

ESAS wears school 
colors! 

Students gather in 
the gym. Divisional 
drama teacher and 
specialist, Megan 
Young, guides 
them through the 
process of making 
fables, they get 
their ‘fable kit’ full 
of materials, and  
listen to plans for 
presenta on at 
the end of the day. 

EY @ PLS 



A Final Word on the Newsletter….  
If you have any art news, art input 
or comments, please send it my way 
to: gdoll@srsd.ca   Remember…  

After reading and analyzing their fable, student groups create puppet characters ranging from animals to props – 
such as trees, the sun, or grass. They draw, cut out, and attach their characters with sticks for the end of the day 
performances. Every student has a role, be it narration or puppeteering! 

I would like to conclude by sharing a very LARGE art project that took place in the form of a backdrop for the Lit-
tle Mermaid musical at EIDC. The scale of this scene is one of the largest I have had the pleasure of working on. 
With the help of classes, students, and my family, we pulled off an underwater scene that filled a gymnasium 
wall, containing of course, perspective, value, and texture – just to name a few art elements! 

Art meets Art.  Applying make up to make 
characters come to life was very rewarding – 
picture to the left has character in front of her 
matching colored back drop! 

Art / Drama Days Continued  

The Little Mermaid Musical 


